(1989), Hirschmann (1989, 1991) , Lin (2005, 2007) , Faraji et al. (2006) , Ma and Bai (2009) , Huhta and Karg (2010) , and Ma et al. (2003 Ma et al. ( , 2014 , but these mites are poorly known from Turkey. According to Erman et al. (2007) , only two species (Dendrolaelaps zwoelferi Hirschmann, 1960 and Digamasellus presepum (Berlese, 1918) ) were previously reported from Turkey (Çobanoğlu et al., 2003; Bayram and Çobanoğlu, 2005) .
This study was carried out to explore the mite fauna from household poultry cages in Samsun Province, Turkey.
Materials and methods
The survey was conducted in 2013 and 2014 to investigate the mite fauna of poultry cages in seven locations in Samsun Province, Turkey. Samples were collected at 2-week intervals in spring, summer, and autumn and monthly in winter from three sites in the Kızılırmak Delta (Doğanca village of Bafra District) with irregular sampling from the remainder of the district. Digamasellid mites were found from 32 of the 91 samples collected.
Samples of litter from each site (100 g) were processed through a Berlese funnel. Mites were mounted in Hoyer's medium before examination under a phase-contrast Olympus BX51 microscope for separation on the basis of morphological characters. The mites were identified using the works of Karg (1993) , Gwiazdowicz (2004) , and Huhta and Karg (2010) and were illustrated. All measurements are given in micrometers. The specimens were collected by the first author and are held at Ondokuz Mayıs University, Faculty of Agriculture, Department of Plant Protection, Acarology Laboratory, Samsun, Turkey. Gnathosoma: Tectum with three projections, each one distally furcated and equal in length to others ( Figure 1C ). Chelicerae normal, moveable digit with 4 teeth and a large terminal hook ( Figure 1D) . Dorsum: Setae j and J series 18 (18-21) except shorter j1, z series and Z2 19 (19-21), Z1 40 (40-43), Z3 42 (42-48), Z5 and S5 44 (43-46) . Anterolateral region of the postdorsum with slightly structural pattern and incisions ( Figure 1A) .
Results and discussion
Venter: Sternal shield weakly sclerotized. Ventrianal shield 123 (121-125) long, 76 (73-75) wide, and distinctly narrow at the middle level (50 at the level of Vi3). It carries the setae Vi1, Vi2, Vi3, Vi5, and Vz2. Setae Vi5 and Vz4 24 (21-25), other V-setae 14 (13-15). Peritremes reduced, reaching distally the level of St2-St3 ( Figure 1B) .
Legs: All setae of the legs simple, smooth. Gonoporus opening at the proximal lyrifissure of femur III. Gnathosoma: The tectum tripartite. Median process of tectum truncated and shorter than lateral processes ( Figure 2C ). Moveable digit with stronger basal teeth and a row of 8 smaller teeth; fixed digit with 4 large and 5 small teeth ( Figure 2D) . Dorsum: Dorsal setae i3-I3 24-32, i2 36 (35-36) and I4 36 (36-38) . Most of the z and Z setae series longer (44-51) than the i and I setae; Z3 62 long. Posterior setae Z5 (156) and S5 (136) distinctly longer than the other dorsal setae. The posterodorsal shield with faint structural pattern in the area of Z3-I4 and slightly punctate behind I4 (Figure 2A) .
Venter: Sternal shield with a distinct transverse line between setae st1 and st2. Ventrianal shield with a transverse pattern anteriorly and pitted posteriorly, and bearing five pairs of setae (Vi1, Vi2, Vi3, Vi5, and Vz2). Ventrianal shield enlarged posteriorly and having a separated lobe at the posteriolateral margin. Peritremes reduced in length, reaching the level of setae st3 ( Figure 2B ). 
